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FOREWORD

The words that carry me every day are those of Leila, an
orphan who found refuge within Camp Jasmine, and those of
Fatima, a child learning to read in our school located in the
Arsal refugee camp, who has expressed her desire to dedicate
herself to future children who, like her, have lost their parents.
Every day, our mission is to save the lives of thousands of
children in Lebanon, Turkey, Syria, and Palestine. These
successes are not only ours but belong to the entire
community that united to make the impossible possible. We
have also faced unexpected obstacles, which reminded us of
the importance of staying flexible and adapting quickly to
changes. These moments tested our resilience but also
strengthened our determination to continue our mission with
even greater vigor. The end of each year is a precious
opportunity to reflect on the achievements of our association
over the past year, while looking to the future with hope and
determination. I want to express my deepest gratitude to each
of you for your unwavering commitment to Belgian Support
Overseas. Together, we have accomplished much, and
together, we will continue to realize our vision

Louma Albik
F O U N D E R  A N D  C H A I R W O M A N

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BN2MiNm7rYkj0dVZZJV_-Nd0HZ0fQ6GM/edit#gid=1213093910
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ABOUT
SOUTIEN BELGE
OVERSEAS

SB Overseas is a Belgian non-profit organisation founded
in 2013 by the Chairwoman Louma Albik in response to the
unfolding Syrian crisis, which has highly affected
neighboring countries such as Lebanon. Lebanon is now the
country with the highest ratio of refugees per capita. The
initiative emerged as a collective effort to alleviate the
suffering of refugees in Belgium and Lebanon. That's why
we have been providing education and empowerment
programmes to refugee communities for the past 10 years.

Our MISSION IN BELGIUM is to provide psychosocial support
and integration assistance to unaccompanied minors and
adult women in reception or transit centres in Brussels and
to advocate, on their behalf at the local, national and
international levels.

Our MISSION IN LEBANON is to provide education,
empowerment, psychological support and emergency
assistance to refugees while defending their rights. We
achieve this through strong community involvement in our
formal and informal refugee settlements
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FIGURE 1.

An annual report typically includes a
balance sheet, an independent
auditor’s report, a statement of
income and a report on company
operations. Companies can expand
this basic information by including
reports from senior executives, such
as the chief executive officer and
chief financial officer.

An annual report typically includes a balance sheet, an independent
auditor’s report, a statement of income and a report on company
operations. Companies can expand this basic information by including
reports from senior executives, such as the chief executive officer and chief
financial officer. The report might also include a list of board members and a
review of market conditions influencing the company’s results.
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In 2023, our organization experienced a year of heightened
activity, characterized by exceptional adaptability in the
midst of ongoing challenges related to the refugee
situation. Despite the devastating impacts of climatic
disasters, intricate humanitarian scenarios, and
geopolitical tensions, our commitment to our humanitarian
mission remained steadfast.

In a global context where the needs of refugees are
continually growing, SB Overseas has intensified its efforts
to respond innovatively and adaptively to the specific
requirements of these increasingly vulnerable and fragile
populations. Our initiatives have continued to focus on
several crucial areas, thereby significantly improving their
daily lives.

In 2023, we consolidated our efforts to ensure equitable
access to education for refugees, promote the autonomy of
beneficiaries in our actions and projects, strengthen
intercultural integration and understanding, all while
adapting and expanding our programs in response to the
constantly evolving needs. In this regard, special initiatives
were launched to address new realities, such as providing
emergency assistance in Syria, Turkey, and Morocco, and a
strong mobilization in response to the situation in
Palestine-Israel.

THE YEAR 
2023
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In 2023, the situation in Lebanon remained
very worrying, marked by a combination of
complex crises that put pressure on the
country's resources and basic services such
as education, health and access to water.
The precarious living conditions of
refugees amplify the humanitarian
challenges, exacerbating the vulnerability
of many individuals. At the same time,
Lebanon is facing serious economic
difficulties, including a deep financial crisis
and a significant depreciation of the local
currency. These factors have contributed to
an increase in poverty and food
insecurity, affecting a very large
proportion of the population. These
daunting challenges call for urgent and
sustainable responses to meet the needs
of a population in a very precarious
situation.

LEBANON - ARSAL
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De

O u r  A r s a l  C e n t e r ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  A l
N a h r i a  c a m p  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n
L e b a n o n ,  i s  a  n o n - f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n
c e n t e r  f o r  r e f u g e e  c h i l d r e n  a g e d  4
t o  1 4  a n d  a n  e m p o w e r m e n t  c e n t e r
f o r  r e f u g e e  w o m e n .  T h e r e ,  w e
d e l i v e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  t o
a r o u n d  a  h u n d r e d  r e f u g e e  c h i l d r e n
w h o  h a v e  f l e d  w a r  a n d  c o n f l i c t ,  a n d
s u p p o r t  r e f u g e e  w o m e n  t h r o u g h
p e r s o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d
c a p a c i t y - b u i l d i n g  p r o g r a m s .
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In 2023, in addition to teaching the
official Lebanese curriculum to 640
students, we ran a number of
workshops with students on various
subjects such as water formation, flora
and fauna, agriculture and energy
resources. We also ran workshops on
relationship management and
psychomotricity activities.

ARSAL, LEBANON | ANNUAL REPORT 2023 5



In a context where refugees and host communities face
significant challenges, psychosocial support
initiatives (PSS) are crucial to enhance the emotional
and psychological resilience of the beneficiaries.
Within the Arsal camp, SB Overseas organized 120
individual psychosocial support sessions involving  
100 beneficiaries, as well as 60 group sessions
involving 320 beneficiaries. These sessions provide a
safe space for individuals to express the traumas and
stresses associated with displacement, learn to
manage their anger, articulate conflicting emotions,
and foster safe and healthy relationships with others
and the online world. Psychologists and social
workers, continuously trained to adapt to daily
challenges and needs, facilitated these activities.
Throughout the year, specific sessions were also given,
covering topics such as domestic violence, the
menstrual cycle, children's rights, harassment and
early marriage.
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CHILDREN 
ATTENDING SCHOOLS
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The mid- and end-of-year festivities also
came to Arsal. Together with our dedicated
team and our extraordinary community, we
organized some special festivities to
celebrate Aid and bring the year to a
close. Every opportunity is good to bring a
glimmer of hope and light into the daily
lives of the refugee children at the Arsal
center. A day of gifts, treats and games!
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On February 6 2023, Syria and Turkey were
hit by unprecedented earthquakes, leaving
over 50,000 dead and millions displaced. 

In Syria, 5.3 million people found themselves
in urgent need of shelter assistance. People
already displaced by the conflict were forced
to flee their homes once again. 

As a first step, SB Overseas went out into the
field to assess the needs. A 25-ton container
containing medical equipment, tents,
blankets, clothing and hygiene products was
then transported to the affected areas to help
the victims. A fundraiser also assisted 500
individuals through the distribution of
clothing, diesel, and food packages.

EMERGENCY AID
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Secondly, we opened a camp for
earthquake victims: Jasmin Camp. We
provided shelter for over 150 families, with
a particular focus on widows and their
children. Camp Jasmin is the first step
from temporary shelter to sustainable
rehousing through our Home Away From
Home project and Al Zaytoun Village.
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On September 8, an earthquake
struck the High Atlas province of
Al Haouz, making the towns of
Marrakech, Agadir and Ighil the
hardest hit in Morocco. According to
the final toll, the earthquake caused
2,946 deaths and over 5,530
injuries. In Belgium, the Belgo-
Moroccan community immediately
mobilized. SB Overseas has
launched a new fund for partner
organizations on the ground, in the
most isolated villages and,
consequently, the most neglected.
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SB ESPOIR

S B  E s p o i r  i s  a  f l a g s h i p  p r o j e c t  o f  S B
O v e r s e a s .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  i n v o l v e s
o r g a n i z i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s  f o r
u n a c c o m p a n i e d  f o r e i g n  m i n o r s  l i v i n g  o r
r e s i d i n g  i n  t r a n s i t ,  r e c e p t i o n ,  a n d
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  c e n t e r s  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e
R e d  C r o s s  a n d  t h e  F e d e r a l  A g e n c y  f o r  t h e
r e c e p t i o n  o f  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s .  T h e  g o a l  o f
o u r  p r o j e c t  i s  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r e l a t i o n a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  a n d
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k i l l s  f o r  y o u n g  r e f u g e e s  i n
B e l g i u m ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  B r u s s e l s .
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T h e  m a i n  g o a l s  o f  t h e  S B  E s p o i r  P r o j e c t  a r e :
T o  p r o v i d e  i n d i v i d u a l s  f l e e i n g  c o n f l i c t  a n d
v i o l e n c e  w i t h  c o n c r e t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d
p r o f e s s i o n a l  t o o l s  t o  s t a r t  a  n e w  l i f e  a n d  r e g a i n
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s .
T o  b u i l d  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  a i m e d
a t  o f f e r i n g  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o
a s y l u m  s e e k e r s ,  e n a b l i n g  t h e m  t o  i n t e g r a t e  a n d  f i n d
t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  t h e i r  n e w  c o u n t r y  o r  r e i n t e g r a t e  i n t o
t h e i r  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n .
T o  s t r e n g t h e n  l o c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y  b y
b u i l d i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  b r i d g e s
b e t w e e n  d i v e r s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t ,  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y
l i v e s ,  h a v e  l i m i t e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  m e e t  a n d
e x c h a n g e .
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D u r i n g  c u l t u r a l  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  t h e
y o u t h  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e
t h e  d i v e r s e  m u s e u m s  i n  B r u s s e l s
( M u s é e  d e s  I n s t r u m e n t s  M u s i c a u x ,
M i M a ,  M u s é e  M a g r i t t e ,  M u s é e  A r t  e t
H i s t o i r e ,  M u s é e  d e  l a  v i l l e  d e  B X L ,
T r a i n w o r l d ,  B e l E x p o )  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e
i n  a  w o r k s h o p  o n  t h e  s o l a r  s y s t e m ,
a l o n g  w i t h  h e r i t a g e - f o c u s e d
t r e a s u r e  h u n t s  h i g h l i g h t i n g
B r u s s e l s '  c u l t u r a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l
a s p e c t s .

W e  c o n d u c t  o u r  p r o g r a m  t h r o u g h
a c t i v i t i e s  s p a n n i n g  a r o u n d  t h r e e
a x e s :  c u l t u r a l  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  s p o r t s
a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z i n g
w o r k s h o p s .  I n  2 0 2 3 ,  S B  o r g a n i z e d  2 6
a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  y o u n g  r e f u g e e s  a n d
u n a c c o m p a n i e d  m i n o r s  ( M E N A )  f r o m
R e d  C r o s s  a n d  F e d a s i l  c e n t e r s .
T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s
w e l c o m e d  1 5 3  b e n e f i c i a r i e s ,  5 4
v o l u n t e e r s ,  a n d  3  p a r t n e r s .
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D u r i n g  s p o r t s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e y  e n g a g e d
i n  b o x i n g  s e s s i o n s ,  m i n i - g o l f ,  a n d  y o g a ,
w h e r e  t h e y  l e a r n e d  t o  m a n a g e  a n x i e t y
a n d  s t r e s s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r a c t i c e  d a i l y
v a l u e s  s u c h  a s  m u t u a l  r e s p e c t ,
e n d u r a n c e ,  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e y  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
e n h a n c e  t h e i r  n o n - v e r b a l
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s k i l l s  t o  p r o m o t e
p o s i t i v e  a n d  d i v e r s e  s o c i a l
i n t e r a c t i o n s .  T h e y  a l s o  l e a r n e d  h o w  t o
f i n d  t h e i r  w a y  i n  n a t u r e ,  b u i l d  t r u s t ,  a n d
t a k e  o n  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s .
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F i n a l l y ,  d u r i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z i n g
w o r k s h o p s ,  t h e  u n a c c o m p a n i e d
m i n o r s  ( M E N A )  e x p l o r e d  t h e  S T I B
( B r u s s e l s  I n t e r c o m m u n a l  T r a n s p o r t
C o m p a n y )  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  t h e
c h a l l e n g e s  o f  u r b a n  m o b i l i t y .  T h e y
a l s o  g a i n e d  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  f a r m
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  v a r i o u s
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o f e s s i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d
c o m m u n i t y - f o c u s e d  a g r i c u l t u r e
p r o f e s s i o n a l s .
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HER CHOICE,
HER FUTURE 

" H e r  C h o i c e ,  H e r  F u t u r e "  i s  a  p r o j e c t
d e d i c a t e d  t o  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s  r e s i d i n g  i n
r e c e p t i o n ,  a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  o r  t r a n s i t
c e n t e r s  i n  B r u s s e l s .  T h e  a i m  o f  t h i s
p r o j e c t  i s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  a n d
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  r e f u g e e  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s
b y  p r o v i d i n g  t a i l o r e d  s u p p o r t .  W e  s e e k
t o  f u r t h e r  i n c o r p o r a t e  a  g e n d e r
p e r s p e c t i v e  i n t o  o u r  a c t i o n s  a n d
m i s s i o n s ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c
c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  b y  w o m e n  a n d  m i n o r
f e m a l e  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s .
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In  2023,  art  and
culture took the
center  stage to
combat the double
invisibi l i ty  of  women
in the art ist ic  and
cultural  worlds.  We
aimed to  challenge
social  norms  and
ensure that  the
benef ic iar ies  see,
feel ,  and recognize
themselves as
creactress.
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Our commitment? To
provide specific tools
aimed at  autonomizing
girls and women and
guide each individual
towards freedom and
independence.
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OUR EVENTS

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e a r t h q u a k e s  i n  S y r i a  a n d
T u r k e y  o n  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  S B  O v e r s e a s  m o b i l i z e d
t o  p r o v i d e  e m e r g e n c y  a i d  t h r o u g h  t w o
c a m p a i g n s  —  o n e  t a r g e t i n g  A l e p p o  a n d  t h e
o t h e r  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  T u r k i s h - S y r i a n  b o r d e r .
T h a n k s  t o  t h e  g e n e r o u s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m
c i t i z e n  a n d  a s s o c i a t i v e  d o n o r s  a n d  t h e
d e d i c a t i o n  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  t w o
S o l i d a r i t y  D a y s ,  n e a r l y  € 1 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  2 5  t o n s
o f  e s s e n t i a l  i t e m s  ( c l o t h i n g ,  t e n t s ,  b l a n k e t s ,
h y g i e n e  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n ' s  i t e m s )  w e r e
s e n t  t o  t h e  v i c t i m s .  W e  w o u l d  e s p e c i a l l y  l i k e
t o  t h a n k  o u r  p a r t n e r  P W C  f o r  t h e i r  o n g o i n g
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  u s .

ORGANIZED BY SBO
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T h a n k s  t o  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  m a t e r i a l
d o n a t i o n s ,  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  d i r e c t l y
i m p a c t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  d i s a s t e r -
a f f e c t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A  " f r e e  s h o p "  w a s
a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o  t h a t  w o m e n ,  m e n ,
a n d  c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  a c c e s s  w h a t  t h e y
n e e d e d  w h i l e  r e g a i n i n g  a  s e m b l a n c e  o f
n o r m a l c y  a n d  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s  b e f o r e
t h e  e a r t h q u a k e s .  T h e s e  s m a l l  g e s t u r e s
h o l d  g r e a t  s y m b o l i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d
i m p o r t a n c e .
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I n  M a r c h  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n i t i a t e d  t h e
s u s t a i n a b l e  s h e l t e r  f u n d i n g
p r o g r a m  f o r  e a r t h q u a k e
v i c t i m s :  t h e  " H u m a n i t e r r e
M o n t h "  I t  w a s  a  m o n t h  o f
m o b i l i z a t i o n  a n d  s o l i d a r i t y
t h a t  c o m m e n c e d  w i t h  t h e
f u n d i n g  o f  f o o d  p a c k a g e s .
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T h i s  m o n t h  o f  a c t i o n s  e x t e n d e d  t h r o u g h
t w o  d a y s  o f  s e l l i n g  p r o d u c t s  ( b a g s ,
d o l l s ,  e m b r o i d e r i e s ,  e t c . )  c r a f t e d  b y  t h e
w o m e n  f r o m  o u r  E m p o w e r m e n t  C e n t e r
i n  L e b a n o n ,  a t  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n
C o u n c i l .  O u r  p r o d u c t s  d e l i g h t e d  t h e
i n t e r e s t e d  e m p l o y e e s .  T h i s  e v e n t  a l s o
p r o v i d e d  u s  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r a i s e
a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g  t h e m  a b o u t  m i g r a t i o n
a n d  a s y l u m  i s s u e s  a n d  t h e  r e a l i t i e s
f a c e d  b y  r e f u g e e s .

-

-

-
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I n  A p r i l ,  w e  o r g a n i z e d  o u r  9 t h
a n n u a l  I f t a r  G a l a .  T h i s  e d i t i o n
w a s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  f u n d r a i s i n g
f o r  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  J a s m i n
C a m p ,  a  h o u s i n g  c a m p  f o r  1 0 0
f a m i l i e s ,  m a i n l y  w i d o w s  a n d
c h i l d r e n ,  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e
e a r t h q u a k e s  i n  T u r k e y  a n d
S y r i a .
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I n  m i d - A p r i l ,  f a m i l i e s  i n
L e b a n o n  r e c e i v e d  f o o d
s u p p l i e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n
r e j o i c e d  a s  t h e y  w e r e
p r o v i d e d  w i t h  t o y s  a n d
c l o t h e s  f o r  t h e  e n d - o f -
R a m a d a n  c e l e b r a t i o n s .
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C a r r i e r s  o f  h o p e  a n d  e m p a t h y ,  a b o u t  t e n
v o l u n t e e r  s t u d e n t s  m o b i l i z e d  a n d
l a u n c h e d  t h e  Y o u t h  D i n n e r  i n i t i a t i v e .
T h e y  g a t h e r e d  w i t h  a  n o b l e  o b j e c t i v e :  t o
b r i n g  a  r a y  o f  l i g h t  i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h o s e
w h o  l a c k  i t .  T h e s e  y o u n g  i n d i v i d u a l s ,
g u i d e d  b y  a  d e e p  d e s i r e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o
t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e
c o m m u n i t y ,  v i s i t e d  u n a c c o m p a n i e d
m i n o r s  a t  t h e  A u d e r g h e m  c e n t e r  w i t h
h a n d s  f u l l  o f  d e l i c i o u s l y  p r e p a r e d  d i s h e s .
C o n v i v i a l i t y ,  e x c h a n g e s ,  i n d u l g e n c e ,
a n d  s m i l e s  a d o r n e d  e v e r y  f a c e .

-  
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F o l l o w i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  i n  S y r i a
a n d  T u r k e y  i n i t i a l l y ,  a n d  l a t e r  i n
M o r o c c o  a n d  L i b y a ,  w e  o r g a n i z e d
s o l i d a r i t y  b r e a k f a s t s  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r
t h e  v i c t i m s  a n d  t h o s e  a f f e c t e d .  T h i s
a l l o w e d  u s  t o  p r o v i d e  e m e r g e n c y  a i d ,
t e m p o r a r y  s h e l t e r ,  a n d  m e d i c a l
s u p p l i e s .  T h e s e  b r e a k f a s t s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  t o
c o m e  t o g e t h e r ,  f o s t e r i n g  i n c r e a s e d
a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  b y
v i c t i m s  o f  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s .

-  
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O n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
R e f u g e e  D a y ,  S o u t i e n  B e l g e
O v e r s e a s ,  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e
M a y o r  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  J e t t e ,
A F C  E v e r e ,  a n d  o u r  p a r t n e r  T r a n e
T e c h n o l o g i e s ,  o r g a n i z e d  t h e
H u m a n i t y  C h a l l e n g e  C u p .  A  c h a r i t a b l e
f o o t b a l l  t o u r n a m e n t  d a y  a i m e d  a t
p r o v i d i n g  o u r  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  a
b e n e f i c i a l  a n d  s o l i d a r i t y - f i l l e d
s p o r t i n g  i n t e r l u d e ,  t h u s  p r o m o t i n g
a c c e s s  t o  s p o r t s  f o r  a l l .
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L i k e  e v e r y  y e a r ,  S B  O v e r s e a s
l a u n c h e d  i t s  B a c k  T o  S c h o o l
c a m p a i g n .  T h i s  c a m p a i g n  h o l d s
m a j o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  e n s u r i n g
t h a t  e v e r y  c h i l d  h a s  a c c e s s  t o
e d u c a t i o n .  E d u c a t i o n  i s  a
f u n d a m e n t a l  b a s i c  r i g h t ,  a
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  p o w e r  t h a t
m u s t  b e  g u a r a n t e e d  f o r  a l l .
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T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  2 0 2 3 ,
o u r  f o r m e r  a n d  n e w
v o l u n t e e r s  d e d i c a t e d
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  m e e t i n g
t h e  n e e d s  o f  r e f u g e e  a n d
m i g r a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n
B r u s s e l s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e
M i d d l e  E a s t .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f
2 0 2 3 ,  w e  o r g a n i z e d  a
M e e t - U p  t o  b r i n g  a l l  o u r
v o l u n t e e r s  t o g e t h e r ,
a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  r e f l e c t
o n  t h e  i m p a c t s  o f  c i t i z e n
e f f o r t s  a n d  e x c h a n g e
i d e a s  a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d  o f
t o m o r r o w .



PARTICIPATION
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T h i s  y e a r  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  r e l y  o n  o u r  p a r t n e r  T r a n e
T e c h n o l o g i e s .  T h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p  h o l d s  a  s p e c i a l  p l a c e  i n  o u r
h e a r t s  a s  i t  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  p a s s i o n a t e ,  h u m a n e  i n d i v i d u a l s
d e d i c a t e d  t o  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g
t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  F u t u r e  e v e n t  w h e r e  e m p l o y e e s  s h a r e d  t h e i r
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  v o l u n t e e r  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y  p r o j e c t s .
S B  O v e r s e a s  a n d  T r a n e  T e c h n o l o g i e s  s h a r e  a  c o r e  i d e a :  t h e
a w a r e n e s s  o f  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  f o s t e r  a  c u l t u r e  o f  c o l l e c t i v e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  B y  s u p p o r t i n g  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  a d o p t i n g
s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  c o m p a n i e s
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  s t a t u s  a s  c o r p o r a t e  c i t i z e n s .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  i s
c r u c i a l  t o  c o m p l e m e n t  t h e  w o r k  o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a s
i t  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
e n g a g e m e n t  b y  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a c t o r s . O u r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t s  t h a t
a r i s e  f r o m  b u i l d i n g  b r i d g e s  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t e r m s  o f  i n c l u s i o n ,  p r o m o t i n g  d i v e r s i t y ,
e d u c a t i o n ,  w e l l - b e i n g ,  a n d  m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  O n c e  a g a i n
t h i s  y e a r ,  w e  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  c o r p o r a t e  c i t i z e n s h i p  t r a n s c e n d s
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  w o r l d .



I n  O c t o b e r ,  S B  O v e r s e a s  w a s
i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  L e t s  S t a y
H u m a n  r o u n d t a b l e  o r g a n i z e d
b y  t h e  P a r t i t o  D e m o c r a t i c o .
A l o n g s i d e  A m n e s t y
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  S o u s  l e s
P a l m i e r s  d ' E l é o n o r e ,  a n d
L e s  C u i s t o t s  S o l i d a i r e s ,  w e
e n g a g e d  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s
a b o u t  t h e  c u r r e n t
c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  b y  p e o p l e
o n  t h e  m o v e .  W e  s h a r e d  o u r
r e s p e c t i v e  p r o j e c t s  a n d
p r o g r a m s ,  e x c h a n g i n g  b e s t
p r a c t i c e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f
u n i t y ,  s o c i a l  i n c l u s i o n ,  a n d
t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  r e f u g e e  a n d
m i g r a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s .
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In 2023, we were actively
involved in various meetings,
both on a large and smaller
scale. For example, we
participated in the new edition
of the Nocturnes
Key2Advanced, bringing
together members of the
humanitarian/associative
sector and students at the end
of their academic cycle. We
also attended the European
Migration Forum, the 7th
Dialogue Day for the Future of
Syria  organized within the
European Parliament, and
charity evenings by
Humanikot  on the Alma
Campus in Brussels, to name
just a few.
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COMMUNITY
SPONSORSHIP

I n  2 0 2 3 ,  w e  c o n c l u d e d  o u r  C o m m u n i t y
S p o n s o r s h i p  p r o j e c t .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  p r o v i d e s
a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  e x i s t i n g  m i g r a t i o n
r o u t e s  i n  B e l g i u m  t h r o u g h  a  s y s t e m  o f
c i t i z e n  s p o n s o r s h i p .  O n e  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e
r e s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s ,  w e  a r e
p r o u d  o f  t h e i r  j o u r n e y ,  r e s i l i e n c e ,  a n d
i n c l u s i o n  w i t h i n  B e l g i a n  s o c i e t y .  W e  a r e
d e l i g h t e d  t o  h a v e  a s s i s t e d  t h e s e  t h r e e
f a m i l i e s  i n  b u i l d i n g  p r o m i s i n g  f u t u r e s  a n d
o n c e  a g a i n  t h a n k  a l l  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  a n d  t h e
s t a r t  o f  t h e i r  n e w  l i v e s .
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COMMUNICATION

A  n e w  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  R e f u g e e
J o u r n a l  w a s  r e l e a s e d !  T h e
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  v o i c e s  f r o m  t h o s e
w h o  a r e  t o o  o f t e n  u n h e a r d  w a s
e a g e r l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  s i n c e  i t s
l a s t  e d i t i o n .

V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  t o  d i v e  i n  i t
a n d  l i s t e n  t o  t h e i r  v o i c e s .  

W e  a l s o  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  a  r a n g e
o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o o l s  o n  m i g r a t i o n ,
a s y l u m  a n d  e x i l e  i s s u e s ,
c r e a t i n g  a  s e c t i o n  c a l l e d  E n  B r e f
o n  o u r  s o c i a l  n e t w o r k s ,  w i t h  t h e
w e e k ' s  n e w s  o n  m i g r a t i o n ,  a n d
t h e  D i d  Y o u  K n o w  p o s t s ,  b e c a u s e
y o u  n e e d  t o  b e  i n f o r m e d  t o
b e c o m e  a w a r e .
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M o r e  o v e r ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  o u r
s o l i d a r i t y  a c t i o n s  t o  h e l p  t h o s e
a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  e a r t h q u a k e s  i n
S y r i a  a n d  T u r k e y ,  w e  w e r e
i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  R T B F ,  t h e
F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g  B e l g i a n  m e d i a ,
f o r  a  f e a t u r e  o n  t h e  T V  n e w s
a n d  a  p r e s s  a r t i c l e .  A
m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y
h a i l e d  b y  t h e  m e d i a !

COMMUNICATIONS | BELGIUM 2023 36



-  

-  

-  

-  

-

-

-

PLAIDOYER

S S B  O v e r s e a s  h a s  l a u n c h e d
p o w e r f u l  a w a r e n e s s  c a m p a i g n s
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  W e  h a v e
e m p h a s i z e d  o u r  u n w a v e r i n g
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  o u r
h u m a n i t a r i a n  a n d  h u m a n
m i s s i o n ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t
s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  l i v e s
o f  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  b o t h  i n
B e l g i u m  a n d  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .

T o  a c h i e v e  t h i s ,  w e  n o t a b l y
p u b l i c l y  o p p o s e d  t h e  E u r o p e a n
P a c t  o n  M i g r a t i o n  a n d  A s y l u m ,
d i r e c t l y  c h a l l e n g e d  o u r  l e a d e r s ,
a n d  m o b i l i z e d  i n  l a r g e  n u m b e r s
f o r  u r g e n t  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l
p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e s .  T h i s  y e a r ' s
a d v o c a c y  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,
e m p o w e r m e n t ,  a n d  a u t o n o m y ,  a t
t h e  c o r e  o f  o u r  d a i l y  w o r k .
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T h e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  s h o o k
2 0 2 3  c o u l d  n o t  l e a v e  u s
i n d i f f e r e n t .  T h a t ' s  w h y  w e
m o b i l i z e d  t o  r a i s e
a w a r e n e s s  i n  c i v i l  s o c i e t y
a b o u t  f u n d a m e n t a l  v a l u e s
a n d  t h e  r e s p e c t  f o r  h u m a n
r i g h t s  i n  a  w o r l d  t h a t  t o o
o f t e n  d i s r e g a r d s  a n d  d e n i e s
t h e m .  W e  e n r i c h e d  o u r
c o l l a b o r a t i o n s ,  c a m p a i g n s ,
a n d  c o m m i t m e n t s  t o  f i g h t
f o r  a  f a i r  a n d  d i g n i f i e d
w o r l d  w h e r e  c r u e l t y  a n d
s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  a n y  k i n d
( r a c i a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  s o c i a l ,
e t c . )  h a v e  n o  p l a c e .
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I n  2 0 2 3 ,  S B  O v e r s e a s  b e c a m e  a
m e m b e r  o f  A C O D E V  a n d  1 1 . 1 1 . 1 1
t o  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  a w a r e n e s s  a n d
a d v o c a c y  a c t i o n s  a n d  j o i n
n e t w o r k s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f
a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d  m e m b e r s
c o m m i t t e d  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s
a d v o c a c y  a t  l o c a l ,  n a t i o n a l ,
i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  a n d  E u r o p e a n
l e v e l s .  A l l  o u r  a c t i o n s  a i m  t o
r e i n f o r c e  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o
s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s o c i a l
j u s t i c e ,  h u m a n i t a r i a n  e f f o r t s ,
a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g
t o  i m p o r t a n t  c a u s e s  n a t i o n a l l y
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .
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MOT DE LA FIN

For 2024,  we commit  to placing
sustainabi l i ty  at  the forefront
across al l  our  projects.  In
Belgium, we aim to strengthen
our exist ing partnerships and
expand col laborat ions to make
our impacts even more
signif icant,  foster ing the
emergence of  new connections
between communit ies.  We wil l
continue to advocate for  the
importance of  education at  al l
ages and the agency of
individuals  in  exi le.  For  us,  these
are crucial  factors in  the
part ic ipat ion and inclusion of
migrant  communit ies in  society.  A
stable future is  only  possible by
working together,  demonstrat ing
tolerance,  and cult ivat ing and
celebrat ing diversity.
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